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GONGRESS IONAIi PROBE OF RADXO-TV CON TENT ASK S NO J^ PERAL I^SGIS LATION . 
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^ ■ ' After' aeveral months of Investi-gation onto alleged offensive arid indeoent^ " 
material ori radio and television, a Congressional subcommittee has come up with the 
recommendation that no governmental action be taken^ despite abuses* 

c?\aibccon±ttao to the Gbmmittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce found 
cause for complaint about poor taste, objectionable gags, and too much accent on 
crime. But in a report submitted by Oren Harris, chairman of the subcommittee, the 
group observed that "the potential evils inherent in such governmental controls might 
be even greater than 'the evils that such controls might be designed to remedy*" 

The committee felt that Congress is empowered 'fto legislate in this field," 
yet preferred taking no action "before the industry has had an opportunity to explore 
fully whether effective self— regulation is feasible," Prime responsibility in the 
matter lies with local bI^oadcasters, said the committee. - " . - 

The committee asked for a continuing study of the various problems involved 
in the regulation of the broadcasti|ig industry, including the question of whether or ^ 
not networks should be licensed as v/ell as individual television or radio stations. 

ACLU appeared before the hearings held by the committee in opposition to any 
attempts by Congress to censor or regulate tho content of television or radio pro— 
grams-^BiS ^-vio3:at±ng" ifree^ speeT^hr^ It larc^^^i" t hat Tresponsibility^ f or programs^o^ -"^ood - 
taste" be left to local stations* ACLU also opposed the Industry's self -regulatory 
efforts embodied in codes for TV and radio as a violation of free speech and cinti- 
trust iaws« ' - . 

ACLU. ST UDYING KBANS OF TESTING LOY ALTY OATHS FOR GOV^T HOUSIN a . 

ACLU is studying means of legally testing the constitutionality of loyalty 
Sests fci* those persons occupying government housing* 

The oath was set up by an amendment to a Congressional appropriations bill 
introduced by Representative Gwinn of Nev/ York. The amendment provides that no- one 
may occupy public .housing "is a member of an organization designated as subver- 

sive by the Attorney General." 

The court test proposed by ACLU, ■\^^ich holds the oath amendment to be uncon- 
stitutional and unenforceable, actually has vd.der implications than just public hous- 
ing. It was agreed in a Senate— House conference Committee that the amendment should 
cover alX housing aided in any vjay by the government* 

So far the Veterans Administration, the Federal Home Loan Bank Board, the 
^eder ax ^Housing A<5min£^tration> the Army, and' the Farmer Homes Administration have \ ^ / 
all balked for one reason or another at applying tho amendment. The VA, for instancaj^- - J..^ 
thinks that the GX Bill of Rights prevents the application of loyalty oaths on loans If / 
to e:jc—s ervit? emen x-d-thout special legislation. y 

-The Federal Public Housing Administration is the only agency to implement 
the amendment. It has sent out notices to local officials telling them to bar sub- 
versives from subsidized low— rent housing. Federal officials are in the process of 
vrorking out eriforcom:ent techniaues now* They have extended the amendment to cover 
families of s-ubvei-slvos. ' ^/—/^i^^^/^r^ 

ACLU maintains that the Attorney General's list has already been declared 
iXXegal by the Supreme Court because it vras drawn up vdLthouj/ giving the organisations 
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PUf^THER INPank^S.=S:XJLpN FVRNISHEO ON REQUEST. 
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^orygg^j?gP^^ AGAINST DISCR IMIN/1T I0N^_ASGHE^^ 

- According to an article in The Pro.e;ressive magazine, significant strides have 
been made in Arizona, a Jim Grow state, in getting rid of segregation and racxal 
dis crimination • Says author Joseph Stocker: 

"Great progress has been made in jiist a few years, and of a kind to give .in- 
spiration to all who toil for civil rights OOQ 

In particTilar, Stocker notes these signs of progress : OOa^ 

A state law making segregation in schools permissive instead of compulsory^ 

The end of segregation in Tucson elementary schools by act of the school 

boards 

The end of terrorism in a small ranching town aimed at getting rid of a lone 
Negro family I " . 

The construction of new Tucson theater without a 'balcony and without 
segregation; ^ ^ . . 

The admittance of Negroes by a major Bh(oemx church. 

'The author pays tribute to several people for tranafcrming Arizona from its 
"pattern of widespread discrimination." A fevr years ago a Catholic priest named 
limett McLoughlin" built the staters only inter-racial hospital and promoted un- 
segregated housing. More recently, Dr* Fred G* Holmes, a chest specialist, organi- 
zed the /iriaona Council for Civil Unity, 

Stocker gives the council considerable credit for developing an effective 
frontal attack on segregation, i\mong its accomplishments was the passage of the 
non-segregation bill applying to schools, Stocker says that the councxl has con- 
tinued to "fire at targets of opportxniity wtiorovor they appear," Local chapters 
of the National Association fdr Advancem.ent of Colored People -have also made heaaway 
in the battle , ' , , 

Stocker thiJiks minority groups are "yet far from winning their struggle 
against Jim Crowisn" in Arisrona, but feels that real progress has been made,,. 

MURI3ER CONVICTION RIiiyERSED ON DUE PROCESS POINT . 

The conviction of Louis Hoffnor for first-degree mtirder has been reversed by 
a Queens County, N,Y, judge nearly twelve years after the New York man began serv- 
ing a life sentence for the slaying of a bartender* 

The reversal was socxored af ter - a five-year struggle by a group of unpaid 
Queens lawyers and the "New York V/orld Telegram and. Sun," who succeeded in getting 
Judge Peter Farrell to set aside tine decision on a technical point. The ques- 
tion of Hoffner's innocence or giailt did not arise ^ 

Farrell based his reversal on the point, that the prosecution did not make 
available to the defense, some evidence that might have impeached the sole \^Jitncss^' 
identification of Koffner, 

James Halkias, a yp-Xtor^ identified Hoffnor at the trial but previously had 
failed to do so at police line-up, information which v/as not made available to 
the defense » 

"With the case depending entirely on this one v/itness," said Farrell, "it is 
not difficult to conclude that the trial judge, informed of so vital an inconsxs- 
toncy, might justJ^ have found the evidence so ^^-^r below the statutory standard 
as to require a directed verdict (of not guilt:i> } * " 

ACLU ANTI-CENSORSHIP UNIT SCORES SOUTH AFRICAN BOOK__B.AN 

ACLU^s National Council on P^reedom from Censorship has taken the first stops 
toward what it hopes- vd.ll be positive action on a ban by the Union of South Africa 
on certain books vjritten by or about ikierican Negroes, 

In a letter to the U<,S« National Commission for UNESCO early in Novombor , the. 
Council asked whether UI>mi3C0 had made any inquiry into the ban or whether one wou^i 
bo in line vd.th its policy -for promoting freedom of intern^-tional communications. 
The Council pointed out that it had no concoi-n \'d.th foreign governments, but that 
the banning of i\merican works wa,s properly the business of Anicricans. The letter 
vias signed by both Patrick Murphy Malin, ACLU executive director, and Elmer Rice, 
chairman of the Council, and by Roger N, Bald-vjin of the International League for 
the Ri^^hbs ojC Man, and Walter >Jhite of tho National Association for the Advancement 



of ^Colored PeopXe* 

Under the Customs Act of ' 1944^ officials of the Union of South Africa have 
the powor to bar from import any books **which are indecent or obscene or on any 
f^ound -whatsoever objectionable,** This authority has been used to exclude several 
^jorks by or about ^Vncri can "Negroes -ranging from comic books on Jackie Hobinson^ to 
copies of a b pn;;^ magazine, to Richard V/right»s novel, "Native Son*" 

In a reply to the Council's letter, Richard H, Heindel, acting director of 
the UNESCO Relations Staff of the U»S* Commission on UNESCO, has said that so far 

the commission knows UNESCO has taken no position on the South African ban, 
Heindel pointed out that the group is prohibited from "intervening in matters which 
are essential within domestic jurisdiction," Further, the organisation ha<s 

sent no teams to survey or investigate conditions in a specific country, except 
on the request of the government involved. 

The Council ^s letter Ixas no^^ been referred to the International Information 
Adma.nistratibn of the U»S. Department of State . " 

ACADEMIC FREEDOM RECORD 0000, IOWA POLL R EPORT S, XJ-O 

According to a poll conducted by Iowa State Col.iege, teachers" of social 
studies in the lov/a secondary schools are firmly convinced that "democratic princi- 
ples and procedures are apparently being Tosed in teaching" and that they as teachers 
have a pretty free hand in choosing texts and subject matter* 

Tho questionnaire on which this' conclusion was based was prepared by Professor , 
Bohlen of Iowa State under an advisory committee of cdut others . It was sent to 300 
social studies teachers of 1^^om ll6 returned completed replies » * 

The questions dealt with social studies curriculum, the role of the school 
board and its relation to the teaching staff, commimity relationship, and attitudes 
of teachers p 

On freedom of choice among teachers regarding texts, the survey shov/ed that 
"in most schools a teachers* dommittee exercised the greatest voice in the choice of 
social studies textbooks." At the same time, only a few of the respondents (l6) 
felt that "some of the textbooks being u^ed in Iowa schools have parts which could 
"be considered subversivo,^^ ^ 

Basically, the teachers did not oppose school boards on the score of interest 
in the studies taught, A majority felt that "in order to protect our public school 
system the local school board should take an active interest in what is being 
taught," Qn the point of ether boards should have more or less voice in proscrib- 
ing studios, however, the teachers were split. 

Though many of the teachers felt that teachers are subject to "undue criticism 
by groups in -the community," few felt that it is safer for teachers not to take part 
in community affairs or that teaching current affairs "is risky because of conflict- 
ing opinions * " - 

On academic freedom, an overwhelming majority thought that a teacher in thoir 
schools "has considerable freedom to choose vha,t he or she wishes to teach in courses 
in social studies" and that "almost any area of knowledge can be taught if the 

teacher approaches it properly," 

mCHIGAN LOYALT Y LAVJ HEADS FOR SUPREME COURT TEST , 

Another state loyalty law - this time I>[ichigan's Trucks Act - is slated to 
Some up for test before the U,S«. Supremo Court this month, AGLU .has received per-'* 
^ssion to file a friend-of-the -court brief setting forth its position that the law 
is unconstitutional. ' ^ 

Passed in 1952, the Trucks Act requires registration of Commimists and members 
:>f other organizations designated as subversive by the state attorney— general* It 
•ians these members from holding elective or appointive public office or from teaching 
'.n the schools , ' ^ . 

The act was upheld by a federal court in Detroit in a decision involving 
rilliam Albertson, head of the Communist Party in Michigan, ilibertson is appealing 
:,ho decision to the Supreme Court. 

Meanwhile, a second test of the law is under way in Michigan courts. The 
>-«cialist Workers Party, i-Mhich was temporarily barred from the ballot under terms of 
lo act, has filed suit contending that both the law and the attorney general *s action 
^ mdor it violate the state and federal constitutions. Decision in this case has been 
^ -reserved pending the Supr erne Co-art * s riiling in the Albertson case. 
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January 8, 1953 



Ifr. Louis B. Nichols 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Lou: 




Mr, Tolson. 

Mr, Ladd-. 

Mr. Nic! 
'Mr/BeMont 
,Mr. Clegg. 
Mr. Glavin. 
Mr. Harbo- 
Mr. Rosen- 
3Ir. Tracy- 
Mr. Mohr— 



^Mr. Winterirowd-, 
Tele. Room 



;'Mr, Hollomab 

Mr. ' Sissoo 

Miss Gandy 



I have become veiy much excited about the danger of Congress 
tiyxng to get at Executive Department records for public use. Looking 
back over the history of our nation I aji quite convinced that I am op^ 
posed to open covenants openly arrived at," and I certainly don't see 
how the Executive Departmert , and more particularly the FBI, could operate 
xt we ever broke dom on the thesis that the Executive need not turn over 
files to the Legislative, 

Is there any policy statement of the FBI on this poiM? I 
TOuld like to document my ovm position and I have asked irvin^^man to 
get in touch with you. Ferman represents the^^^nerifi^jo^Ca^^ 
Union^ locally in Wash^gt^^ and I think it would be imitually valuable 
xf you both met. \J).f^. 

In about a week I am off to Europe for a couple of weeks • If 
there xs anything I can do for you or Edgar abroad, don't hesitate to ^ ' 
let rae know. 
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DATEr February 6, 



UhilB talking to ffe7±^XM^^^^M. 
Civil Liberties Uniorij, I a 
matter of private agen^ieB 



American 

that the ^. 

\making loi^alty investigations for i 
^nom out of our hands; that Dun and 
conducting loyalty investigations a, 
theu and that both Sun and Brads tre 
had agreed to discontinue the use o. 
Levy that the matter mas nom coniple 




avise^d hiu inforually 

like Dun and Bradatreet 
ndustrial companies is 
Bradatreet no longer are f^W¥^ 
fter me had protested to\ V'-'^^/f^ ' ' 
et and Betail Credit Co?^pan?/ 
f the word ^^lorjaltpJ^ I told^"^ / \ 
tely up to the Munitions Boardo 



He stated that he appreciated this information very uucho 
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